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Amendments to the Claims : 

Please amend claims 1-4, 7, 8, 37, 38, 41, 43-49, and 52-57. Please cancel 
previously presented claims 5, 40, 50, and 51; and add new claims 58-63. Following is 
a complete listing of the claims pending in the application, as amended: 

1. (Currently Amended) A method of using a distribution system for 
distributing images to client systems, the method comprising: 

tracking communications received at the distribution system from a client system 
via a communications link, wherein a communication received from the client system 
includes a time associated with the communication; and 

for an image that is to be distributed by the distribution system to a client system, 

determining whether a time associated with a most recently received 
communication from the client system is within a certain time period; 

based on the determining, evaluating whether to send if i t i s d e termin e d 
that the t i m o assoc i ated with th e most r e cently r e c e iv e d communicat i on from th o cli e nt 
syst e m is within th e c e rtain t i me period, sending t he image to the client system via the 
communications link or via a mechanism other than the communications link.f -and 

i f i t i s d o t o rmined that the timo associated with tho most r o cont l y r e ceived 
communicat i on from th o client syst e m is not within tho certa i n time per i od, send i ng the 
imago to th o client system via a mechanism othor than tho commun i cat i ons l i nk. 

2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein tracking 
communications includes tracking communications occurring over th o commun i cations 
Jmk-is-the Internet. 

3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein evaluating whether 
to send the image to the client system via a mechanism other than the communications 
link includes evaluating whether to send the image to the client system via t he 
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m e chanism other than the commun i cat i ons link comprises a physical computer- 
readable medium. 

4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 3 wherein evaluating whether 
to send the image to the client system via a mechanism other than the communications 
link includes evaluating whether to send the image to the client system via toe 



5-6. (Canceled) 

7. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 . further comprising, in 
response to determining that wherein if the sending of the image to the client system via 
the communications link fails, sending the image to the client system via a mechanism 
other than the communications link. 

8. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein tracking 
communications includes tracking a heartbeat signal that is tho communication received 
from the client system and is a heartbeat that is sent periodically to the distribution 
system by th o client syst e m . 

9-36. (Canceled) 

37. (Currently Amended) An image distribution computing system having a 
processor and memory, the system comprising: 

a component that rec e iv e s is configured to receive via a communications link 
communications from client systems; 

a component that provid e s is configured to provide packages of images to be 
distributed to client systems; 

a component that det e rmines is configured to determine , for a package of images 
that is to be distributed to a client system, whether to distribute t he package of images 

32052-91 54.US00/LEGAL1 76741 88. 1 -3- 




disc-based medium. 



Application No. 10/675,925 

Reply to Office Action of February 5, 201 0 



Docket No.: 3205291 54US 



should b e distr i but e d to the client system via the communications link or via a 
mechanism other than the communications link based on when the client system last 
communicated with the image distribution computing system via the communications 
link; and 

a component that directs -is configured to direct t he distribution of a package of 
images to a client system in accordance with the determination, 

wherein the components are implemented as instructions stored in the memory 
for execution by the processor. 

38. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 37 wherein the component that 
is configured to receive communications link— i sis configured to receive the 
communications from the Internet. 

39. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 37 wherein the mechanism is 
a physical computer-readable medium. 

40. (Canceled) 

41 . (Currently Amended) The system of claim 39 . further comprising i ncluding 
a component that r o cords is configured to record the package of images on the 
computer-readable medium. 

42. (Canceled) 

43. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 37 wherein the component that 
is configured to receive communications rece i v e d f rom the client systems i nclud e j s 
configured to receive heartbeat communications from the client systems . 
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44. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 37 . further comprising includ i ng 
a component that sends -is configured to send via the communications link the package 
of images to the client system. 

45. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 37 wherein each-the_package 
of images includes images selected based on preferences for the client system to which 
the package is to be sent. 

46. (Currently Amended) A method in a computer system for distribution of 
images to a client system, the method comprising: 

receiving via the Internet heartbeat communications from a client system, the 
heartbeat communications being HTTP requests; 

recording an indication of receipt of the heartbeat communications from the client 
system , wherein the indication includes a time associated with the receipt of the 
heartbeat communications ; 

determining whether to send an image i s to b e s e nt to the client system via the 
Internet or via somo oth e r another mechanism based on when a heartbeat 
communications communication was last received from the client system as indicated 
by the recorded indications of the receipt of heartbeat communications; and 

sending the image to the client system via the Internet or via some-the other 
mechanism based on the determination. 

47. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 46 wherein sending the image 
to the client system includes sending the image via t h o m o chanism is a physical 
computer-readable medium. 

48. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 47 wherein sending the image 
to the client system includes sending the image via th o comput e r r e adable medium is a 
disc-based medium. 
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49. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 47 . further comprising 
i ncluding recording the image on the computer-readable medium. 

50-51. (Canceled) 

52. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein tracking 
communications includes tracking communications transmitted th e communication 
r o coived from the client system io transmitted at the initiative of the client system. 

53. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 37 wherein the component that 
is configured to receive communications communicat i on r e c ei v e d from th e cli e nt system 
is configured to receive communications transmitted at the initiative of the client system. 

54. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 46 wherein receiving t he 
heartbeat communications roceiv e d includes receiving heartbeat communications f rom 
the client system that are transmitted at the initiative of the client system. 

55. (Currently Amended) A tangible computer-readable medium having 
stored thereon comput e r e x e cutabl e instructions-that, if e x e cut e d by a comput i ng 
p . yp . t fi m, nnun n th o computing system to perform a method t he instructions comprising: 

instructions to track tfaokifta communications received at the computing system 
from a client system via a communications link, wherein a communication received from 
the client system includes a time associated with the communication; and 

for an image that is to be distributed by the computing system to a client system A 
instructions to , 

determin i ng determine w hether a time associated with a most recently 
received communication from the client system is within a certain time period; 

if it i s d e t e rm i n e d in response to determining that the time associated with 
the most recently received communication from the client system is within the certain 
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time period, s e nding send t he image to the client system via the communications link; 
and 

if it is dotermin e d in response to determining that the time associated with 
the most recently received communication from the client system is not within the 
certain time period, send i ng send t he image to the client system via a mechanism other 
than the communications link. 

56. (Currently Amended) The computer-readable medium of claim 55 wherein 
the instructions to track communications include instructions configured to track 
communications communication received from the client system is -that are transmitted 
at the initiative of the client system. 

57. (Currently Amended) The computer-readable medium of claim 55 wherein 
the instructions to track communications include instructions configured to track 
commun i cation r e c e ived from the c lie nt syst e m is a heartbeat signals that is-are_sent 
periodically to the distribution system by the client system. 

58. (New) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

determining whether a time at which the image is to be distributed by the 
distribution system to the client system is within a threshold time period of the most 
recently received communication from the client system. 

59. (New) The system of claim 37 wherein the component that is configured 
to determine whether to distribute the package of images is configured to determine 
how to distribute the package to the client system based on whether a time at which the 
package of images is to be distributed is within a threshold time period of when the 
client system last communicated with the image distribution computing system via the 
communications link. 
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60. (New) The method of claim 46 wherein determining whether to send the 
image via the Internet or via another mechanism is further based on whether a time at 
which the image is to be sent to the client system is within a threshold time period of 
when the heartbeat communication was last received from the client system. 

61. (New) The computer-readable medium of claim 55, wherein the 
instructions further comprise: 

instructions to determine whether a time at which the image is to be distributed to 
the client system is within a threshold time period of the most recently received 
communication from the client system. 

62. (New) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

in response to determining that the time associated with the most recently 
received communication is within the certain time period, sending the image to the client 
system via the communications link. 

63. (New) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

in response to determining that the time associated with the most recently 
received communication is not within the certain time period, sending the image to the 
client system via a mechanism other than the communications link. 
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